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President’s Message 

 

Happy New Year!!   The year of 2016 became a year for us all to remember.  The political situation of 

our country with an unusual campaign and the election of a new president.  I do hope that the leaders 

of our country choose a direction that our forefathers would approve.  It is my understanding that when 

congress met for the first time after the Christmas Break that the United States Constitution was read.  

Supposedly this was only the fourth time for the reading in this fashion.  From some of the past 

situations, maybe this should become an annual address. 

 

I am looking forward to a great and prosperous year for our country, for our organization and 

especially for our chapter.  Each and every one of you are special to me.  My only regret is that we do 

not seem to have enough time to become better acquainted in our meetings.  Perhaps we might have an 

old fashioned “social” or event  this spring or summer.  Your suggestions/ideas are welcomed. 

 

I need help in the arrangement of program activities that we might pursue.  If any of you have a 

program that you could give let’s place it on our schedule.  I would also like for each of us to give a 

short talk about our patriotic ancestor as part of our agenda with a different member each meeting. 

 

If we maintain a positive attitude for ourselves and our country, holding to the truths of our ancestors, 

we will secure a free country for generations to come.  When we studied our heritage in the past, the 

working and teachings of our forefathers guided our decisions; today we must reinforce those values 

and promote their intentions, not allowing a few to change our basic principals for their own personal 

agendas. 

 

 

 

 

The colors of our flag—what is really meant? 

 

“On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress passed a resolution authorizing a committee to devise a 

seal for the United States of America.  This mission, designed to reflect the Founding Fathers’ beliefs, 

values, and sovereignty of the new nation,  did not become a reality until June 20, 1782.  In heraldic 

devices, such as seals, each element has a specific meaning.  Even colors have specific meanings.  The 

colors red, white and blue did not have meanings for the Stars and Stripes when it was adopted in 

1777.  However, the colors in the Great Seal did have specific meanings.  Charles Thompson, 

Secretary of the Continental Congress, reporting to Congress on the Seal, stated: “The colors of the 

pales (the vertical stripes) are those used in the flag of the United States of America:  White signifies 

purity and innocence, Red, hardiness & valor, and  Blue, the color of the Chief (the broad band above 

the stripes) signifies vigilance, perseverance & justice.”  
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Another flag that in recent times that has brought about some controversy was designed by the 

following: 

The red represents the blood of Christ 

The white border represents the protection of God 

The blue “X” represents the Christian cross of St. Andrew, 

the first disciple of Christ Jesus and patron saint of Scotland.   

The thirteen stars represent the thirteen Southern states of secession. 

 

Thus, the message of the Confederate battle flag is: 

 

“Through the blood of Christ, 

with the protection of our God,  

We, thirteen states, are united in our 

Christian fight for Liberty” 

 

May this also be our message.  See you at our next meeting on Thursday, February 2. 

 

                                                                                                           Carl 

 

The Program for February will be given by Carl & Liz Hedges on The Germana Colonies of Virginia. 

 

 

 

 

 Minutes and Treasurer’s Report for December 1, 2016 

 
The East Texas Chapter #57, TXSSAR, met on  December 1, 2016, at  Casa Ole` Restaurant in 

Longview, Texas at 7 PM.  The meeting was called to order by President, Carl Hedges.  The opening 

prayer was given by Chaplain, Mack Bond.  The  pledges  to the United States flag, the Texas flag and 

the SAR flag  were given. Guests were introduced.   

 

The meeting resumed with the acceptance of the Minutes of the previous meeting and the Treasurer’s 

report as  printed in the  newsletter .   Old business and new business were discussed.  Members were 

reminded of dues notices.  New member brochures were made available. 

 

President Hedges introduced the Texas Society Sons of the American Revolution President, Mike 

Radcliff who represents over 3000 state members and has the largest state membership in the United 

States.  Mike has held many offices in state and national SAR Societies.  Mike’s program outlined his 

three main goals for his term of office.  First, to publish a newsletter for each compatriot; Second, to 

set up an early dues paying program; and  Third, to have each state chapter set up a new member 

mentorship program. 

 

President Radcliff presented the National Liberty Medal to John Bolton in recognition of outstanding 

service in the recruitment of new members.  He also presented a Certificate and Medal to Tommy 

Merritt for his contribution to the SAR Center for Advancing American History’s Capitol Campaign. 

 

It was announced that the next meeting will be held on Feb 2, 2017 at Casa Ole’ Restaurant.  With no 

other announcements, the meeting was adjourned with the SAR Closing and benediction. 
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Treasurer’s Report:   The  current balance:    $1,419.72                                   

        Gary Fletcher    

                               Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

 

1777  in the United States  (240 years ago) 
 

 January 2 -  Second Battle of Trenton—George Washington’s army fights the 

Second Battle of Trenton, New Jersey 

 January 3 – American Revolution—Battle of Princeton:  American general 

George Washington defeats British general Charles Cornwallis. 

 January 15 – Vermont declares its independence from New York, becoming the 

Vermont Republic, an independent country, a status it retains until it joins the  

United States as the 14
th

 state in 1791. 

 April 27 – The Battle of Ridgefield—A British invasion force engages and 

defeats Continental Army regulars & militia irregulars at Ridgefield, Connecticut. 

 May 16 – Lachlan McIntosh and Button Gwinnett shoot each other during a duel 

near Savannah, George.  Gwinnett died three days later 

 June 13 – American Revolution—The Marquis de Lafayette lands near 

Charleston, SC to help the Continental Congress train its army 

 June 14 – The Stars and Stripes is adopted by the Congress as the flag of the U.S. 

 July 31 – The U.S. Second Continental Congress passes a resolution that the 

services of Marquis de Lafayette “be accepted, and that, in consideration of his 

zeal, family and connections, have the rank of major-general of the U.S.” 

 September 3 – American Revolution—Battle of Cooch’s Bridge.  In a minor 

skirmish in Delaware, the flag of the U.S. was flown in battle for the first time. 

 September 11 – American Revolution—Battle of Brandywine:  The British gain a 

major victory in Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

 September 27 – Lancaster, Pennsylvania is the capital of the United States for one 

day 

 October 17 – American Revolution—Battle of Saratoga:  British General John 

Burgoyne surrenders to the American troops 

 November 17 – The Articles of Confederation are submitted to the states for 

ratification  

 December 18 – The United States celebrates its first Thanksgiving as a nation, 

marking the victory by the Americans over General John Burgoyne in the Battle 

of Saratoga in October 

 December 19 - American Revolution—George Washington’s Continental Army 

goes into winter quarters at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 
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 SAR Chapter 57 Officers 

 

President Carl Hedges, Jr.  903-693-3880  cfhedges@sbcglobal.net 

1
st
 Vice Pres. Mickey Cole   903-660-2195  gmic10@mail.com  

2
nd

 Vice Pres. Dr. Warren Hunt  903-758-5276  warrenhunt@usa.net  

Registrar John S. Bolton   903-988-1591  johnsbolton@cablelynx.com 

Chaplain          James M. Bonds                     903-656-1113             mbonds@classicnet.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember—We meet at Casa Ole’ on February 2,  2017!!         
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