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Dear Fellow Compatriots, 
I hope you all have had a good summer.  PineyWoods Chapter 51 has been 
busy through the summer and we are ready to resume our meeting sched-
ule.  Our next meeting is August 21st at 6:30 at Jimmy G's.  This will be a 
Members meeting.  We are having quite a good level of activity with new 
members being processed and we look forward to welcoming them into the 
Chapter.  Some of the activities having taken place in the summer were Opera-
tion D-Day on the Battle Ship Texas sponsored by the French Consulate with 
PineyWoods joining the Freedom Chapter and again the 4th of July Parades in 
Oakridge and the Woodlands where again PineyWoods and Freedom joined 
together to march with our flags. On June 20th, the Jones’ and the Stevens’, 
joined by Texas President Bob Cohen and wife Jane, in attending the SAR Con-
ference on Women of the American Revolution in Williamsburg Virginia.  
Then, the July 19th, 124th Congress in Greenville South Carolina attended by 
some PineyWoods members. 

 
 It is going to be an active season with the youth contests; Essay, Oration, Eagle Scout, and JROTC Scholar-
ship contests, as well as the poster contest for 5th graders.  All of the scholarship contest entries must be re-
ceived around the end of December. Please check our web-site for the dates and contests rules. If you have a 
high school student in the family, consider asking them to compete.  Last year we had only one youth entry, 
and Eagle Scout.  Our Texas Society contest winners are now receiving $2500 for each. I look forward to 
seeing you all again at our meetings. 

God Bless America, 
Compatriot Ben Stallings 

 

Meeting— August 21, 2014  
Member Meeting 

 

Meetings—2014 
August 21, 2014      Member 
September 18, 2014 Member/Guest 
October 16, 2014     Member 
November 20, 2014  Member/Guest 
December 18, 2014   Member 
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Revolutionary War Timeline 
8 August 1775 – Capt. Daniel Morgan ar r ives in Boston to repor t to Gen George Washington 
 
6 June 1782 – Col William Crawford is called back into service by his close friend Gen Washington to lead an ex-
pedition into the Ohio River Valley.  He started May 25, 1782.  June 6th Crawford losses his supply train and is sur-
rounded by around 250 hostile Indians, Crawford’s son and son-in-law are killed.  Wyandot’s captured Crawford, 
scalped and burned him until he died after two hours.  Dr. John Knight escape and after 3 weeks made his way to Ft. 
Pitt where he gave an account of the disaster. 
 
June 1782 – The Siege of Ninety-Six Ninety Six had become a prosperous village of about 100 settlers by the time 
the American Revolutionary War came knocking at the door. The first land battle of the war fought in South Carolina 
took place at Ninety Six in 1775; then major Andrew Williamson tried to recapture ammunition and gunpowder tak-
en by Loyalists; outnumbered, he finally reached a truce with them.    The village became a Loyalist stronghold early 
in the war, as was much of the backcountry settled by Scots and Scots-Irish. It was fortified by the British in 1780, as 
they considered this a strategic location. From May 22 - June 18, 1781, Continental Army Major General Nathanael 
Greene led 1,000 troops in a siege against the 550 Loyalists defending the fort in the village. The 28-day siege, the 
longest of the entire war, centered on an earthen star fort. Despite having more troops, Greene's patriots did not suc-
ceed in taking the town. 
 
20 June 1783 – Congress adopts the Great Seal of the United States 

11-13 September 1782 – Ft. Henry at present day Wheeling West 
Virginia and a ¼ mile south of the Ohio was attacked by 40 Loyalist 
and 250 Indians; Shawnee, Mingo, Wyondot.  The Fort was built in 
June 1774 by William Crawford and originally named Ft. Fincastle 
after Dunsmore the Viscount of Fincastle.  The attackers could not 
penetrate the high walls of the eastern side of fort and the steep em-
bankment on the south and west, the ravine on the North. They were 
unsuccessful at pounding  through the main entrance.  When the de-
fenders, around forty men and twice as many women and children, ran 
low on powder, young Elizabeth “Betty” Zane volunteered to go for 
powder.  She slipped out and went to a cabin not burned and returned 
with a keg of powder and safety before the surprised Indians could 
react. 
 
16 June 1783 – Mutinous Patriots storm Philadelphia demanding back pay; Congress fled to Princeton, New Jer-
sey. On June 17, 1783, Congress received a message from soldiers stationed in Philadelphia, which demanded pay-
ment for their service. The soldiers threatened to take action that day if their complaints were not addressed. Con-
gress ignored their message, but the soldiers did not act on their threat. Two days later, however, the Congress re-
ceived word that a group of about 80 soldiers had left their post at Lancaster Pa., approximately 60 west of Philadel-

phia, and had joined with the soldiers stationed at the city barracks. The group of approxi-
mately 500 men had effective control over the weapons stores and munition depot. 
 
The next morning on June 20, the State House was mobbed by as many as 400 soldiers de-
manding payment. The soldiers blocked the door and initially refused to allow the delegates to 
leave. Alexander Hamilton, delegate from New York, persuaded the soldiers to allow Con-
gress to meet later to address their concerns. The soldiers did allow the members of Congress 
to peacefully adjourn that afternoon. That evening, a small Congressional committee, headed 
by Hamilton, met in secret to draft a message to the Pennsylvania Council, asking them to 
protect Congress from the mutineers. The letter threatened that Congress would be forced to 
move elsewhere if the Council did not act.  
 

On June 21, the Congressional committee met again at the State House with members of the 
Pennsylvania Executive Council, including its president, John Dickinson. The members of 
Congress asked the council to do more to protect the federal government. Dickinson and the 
council agreed to consult with the militia commanders and reply to Congress the next day. 
The following morning, the Pennsylvania Council again refused Congress' request. Lacking 
sufficient assurances that the state would be willing to protect Congress, the members left 
Philadelphia.  
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At the last count, there are 77 members in the PineyWoods Chapter.  Last year 9 members did not renew. 
Two new members were inducted by Registrar and Texas President Elect Larry Stevens in June.  The new 
members were  Eric Ramsey and Tony Foster.    Larry presented both with their membership certificates, 
their record copy of their applications, and their member rosette.  It was great working with both of these 
young men.  Eric Ramsey works for United at HIA and Toni teaches at Lone Star College Kingwood. 

Jim Pinkerton’s application was approved in July.  Jim and 
Larry met during an evening school program; Why Ameri-
ca Is Free Curriculum; and Jim expressed interest in join-
ing. A few weeks later, his application was in the mail.  
Jim is retired and keeps busy working as a golf marshal.  
His wife is the Principal at Humble ISD Willow Creek El-
ementary. 
Chapter Registrar Kermit Breed just mailed an applica-
tions for Todd Simmons to our state registrar Gerald Irion 
for approval. 
Three other newly approved members; John Collins, Mark 
Mills and Scott Mills have not been presented their mem-
bership certificates.  They should contact me so we can 
schedule a time or attend a 3rd Thursday evening meeting. 

Membership News   — Larry Stevens 

During the Colonial Tombstone presentation a question 
was raised about the years that were entered with slashes 
which seemed to indicate inaccuracy or that the stone 
cutter did not know what date was correct.   Given below 
is a description of dating during the early colonial years.    
Today we Westerners are used to the New Year begin-
ning on January 1st. That was not always the case.  Dur-
ing the time of Julius Caesar the calendar was imprecise.  
The Roman calendar did not correctly match the natural 
calendar of seasons. So to remedy the situation they add-
ed a leap year every four years.  This started in 46 B.C.   
That year had 445 days to get the calendar in sync with 
the planetary movement.   It has been said that the 
Roman’s called this the “year of confusion.” 
 

While the Julian calendar did improve the precision, it 
did not completely correct the problem.  By the sixteen 
century, when astronomy was flourishing, it was recog-
nized that the Julian calendar overcompensated.  In 1582 
scientists convinced Pope Gregory that an adjustment 
was necessary.  They proposed that there be no leap day 
on years that are multiples of 100, but there would be a 
leap day on years that are multiples of 400.  To accom-
plish the adjustment, 4 October 1582 was followed by 15 
October 1582--the ten days from 5 October to14 October 
were skipped.   Therefore, the Catholic world experi-
enced another “year of confusion,” when adopting the 
Gregorian calendar.  New Years day in this calendar is 
January 1st. 
But many of our colonial ancestors were living in 

Church of England world created by Henry VIII’s break 
with Rome five decades earlier.  So if your ancestors 
lived in the British Empire, they did not adopt the Gre-
gorian calendar merely because it was Catholic.   
This resulted in two major calendars in Europe with the 
Catholic world ( Spain, France, Portugal, Switzerland) 
on one calendar and the British on the old calendar.  
Talk about your confusion.  The English finally realized 
that they must change, so in 1750 they passed an act to 
adjust their calendar.  This law was entitled, "An Act for 
regulating the commencement of the Year, and for cor-
recting the Calendar now in use."  This was accom-
plished by shortening the year 1751 to 282 days.  1751 
started, as usual on the 25th of March and ended on Dec 
31, 1751.  The days of September 2—14, 1751 were 
eliminated.  The day following December 31, 1751 be-
came January 1, 1752 and thereafter January 1st started 
the new year. 
 

During most of America's colonial period, however, 
March 25 was the first day of the new year. In 1750, for 
example, the year ended on 24 March 1750; the follow-
ing day was 25 March 1751.  
Dates that appear in Colonial vital records before 2 Sep-
tember 1752 are Julian dates. In any given year, the 
dates from 1 January through 24 March are frequently 
recorded as "slashed" years by record transcribers or ab-
stractors. The year before the slash is the year actually 

(Con nued on page 8) 

Dates in Colonial America 

Larry Stevens presents  Tony Foster his membership 

cer ficate. 
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PineyWoods members John Beard, Jim Jones, Larry Stevens and dual members Ron Barker, Jim Mitchell and 
Tom Lawrence attended the 124th SAR Congress in beautiful downtown Greenville SC beginning July 18, 
2014.  And, what a great historical place to meet.  Three Revolutionary War Battle sites were visited; first 
Kings Mountain, then Cowpens, and last Ninety-Six.  More than 250 SAR Members and guests traveled by 
tour bus to these landmarks of American History in the Southern campaigns of the Revolutionary War. 

Texans in attendance were fewer this year.  However, we had a great time; beginning the first Friday evening.  
Dianne Jones, Barbara Stevens and I walked out of the hotel down N. Main Street in search of a restaurant that 
would seat about 24-25 Texas Congress arrivals.  Four blocks walk found us in front of Sticky Fingers; Ribs, 
Steaks, Burgers, etc., and COLD Drinks.  We met with Ashley and she was great in locating an area where we 
could all sit and visit.  Many of us had not talked face to face since the last state meeting.  The Hotel agreed to 
transport those that could not make the walk.  All went great; we enjoyed the food, drinks and comradery.  

Business was conducted smoothly and quickly by PG Joe Dooley.  Some Bylaws changes presented by com-
mittee were approved.  Judge Tom Lawrence was instrumental in the changes.  And of special interest, Larry 
Stevens, as Chairman ofthe NSSAR Education Committee, made a motion from the Education Committee, 
proposing that SAR endorse the Educational program “Why America Is Free Curriculum” produced and 
written by Houston’s own Donna Passmore and Jan Smucler, founders of the 501(c)3, “Values Through His-
tory”.  Humble ISD 5th graders have benefited from this program beginning at Greentree Elementary in King-
wood more than 10 years ago. (Please visit the website for Values Through History)  

PineyWoods members receive awards.  Tom Lawrence was inducted into the elite Minutemen; an honor be-
stowed on those SAR Members who have made outstanding contributions in terms of time and efforts for the 
organization.  Well deserved.  Tom also received the Gold Roger Sherman Medal.  The Gold Roger Sherman 
Medal was presented to John Beard, Meritorious Service Medals to Jim Jones and Larry Stevens. Jim Jones 
received his 3rd Liberty Medal, a cluster, for having more than 30 new applications approved overall.  At the 
Sunday morning Color Guard Breakfast, the SAR Color Guard Commander Mike Radcliff, presented Larry 
Stevens with highest Color Guardsman Service Award, the Gold Von Steuben Medal. 

Judge Tom Lawrence is now the SAR Secretary General for 2014-2015, and he will be the next National Soci-
ety President the following term.  Jim Jones finished his year as the International Society VPG during which 
time Larry Stevens served as the International Society Secretary/Registrar.  Jim cleaned up the records and 
Larry and Jim added two new members who live in New South Wales and Tel Aviv. 

Our best wishes go to outgoing National President General Joseph Dooley.  Although his primary membership 
is Virginia, Joe made the most of his Texas membership serving on committees and providing Challenge 
Coins sold at $10 each with all proceeds going to the Perpetual Membership Fund.  Joe was an outstanding 
National President and set a high standard for presidents to follow. Joe will continue as a Trustee.  He raised 
1.3 million dollars for the Center for America’s Heritage through his “cut my hair” challenge. Photos on the 
next page show his follow-through on his promise. 

The next Congress, the 125th, will be near our Headquarters in Louisville.  It will be the 25th of June through 
the 1st of July.   The hotel information is contained on the NSSAR Website. 

Report by Larry G. Stevens, President Elect TXSSAR 

The 124th NSSAR Congress at Greenville South Carolina 

6 PineyWoods Members attend National Congress 
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National Congress Continued 

John Beard, Larry Stevens, Dianne and Jim Jones & Mary– Claire Beard at 

Kings Mountain by Patrick  Ferguson’s Grave 

PG Dooley, Tom Lawrence and PG Butler at  
Minuteman Ceremony 

Dianne Jones gets one of the first locks of PG Dooley’s hair.  Texas Color Guard a er Memorial Ceremony 

PG Joe Dooley is true to his word! 
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I joined the Sons of the American Revolution under my patriot ancestor Joseph Breed Jr. and have 
a supplement for his mother Priscilla Avery Breed. Events preceding their service are: 
 
On 12 June 1630, the Arbella and 15 other vessels arrived at Salem, Mass. with 800 to 900 people, being the 
Massachusetts Company under Governor John Winthrop and went to Boston. This was when the Breed Family 
came to America. 
 
 
The Arbella, Flag Ship of the Winthrop Fleet (see photo) 
 
In 1892 the Breed Family in the United States was one Family, all 
being descendants of Allen Breed and Elizabeth Wheeler. They 
arrived in America with one daughter and two sons, having two 
other sons born to them after they settled in Lynn, Mass. 
 
Allen Breed was admitted a freeman and in 1638 had two hundred 
acres of land allotted to him. Once a man was made a freeman, and 
was no longer considered a common, he could, and usually would, 
become a member of the church, and he could own land. 
 
 

The Battle of Breeds Hill, 17 June 1775. 
When dawn broke the British were stunned to see Breed's Hill forti-
fied overnight with a 160-by-30-foot earthen structure. British Gen-
eral Gage dispatched 2,300 troops under the command of Major Gen-
eral Howe to take control of the hill. Though ordered to do so Colonel 
Prescott had not actually fortified Bunker's Hill, but Breed's Hill in-
stead. How did this happen? One proposed idea is that Colonel Wil-
liam Prescott fortified Breed's Hill because it was closer to where the 
British ships were positioned allowing the colonists a better attacking 
position than Bunker Hill. Regardless of the reason, the Battle of 
Bunker Hill actually took place on Breed's Hill  

 
Breed's Hill was named for the Breed pastures South of the redoubt which were owned by Ebenezer Breed’s 
(ca.1720) great-grandson of John Breed (1634 Lynn, Mass.-1678). John was the 
second child of that family name born on American Soil, and the fourth son of 
Allen Breed the father of all the Breeds in America. 
 
Allen Bread was identified with the First Congregational Church in Lynn, Mass. 
and as late as 1692 his son, Allen, was assigned to a seat in the pulpit by vote of 
the town meeting. John, son of Allen, was born in Lynn, Mass. the 28 January 
1662 where he grew to manhood. 
 
Rev. Joseph Breed Sr., son of John, was born 4 Oct. 1708 in Stonington, Conn. 
and was christened 2 Jan.1709 at the First Congregational Church in Stonington, 
Conn. He married Priscilla Avery on the 2nd of June 1737 at Groton, Conn. It is 
believed Joseph died in 1778 in Washington, Co. Ga. Priscilla Avery born 29  
April 1715 Groton, New London, Conn. died 28 August 1786 Washington, Co. 
Ga. 

 

SOME OF MY BREED FAMILY IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
By Kermit Lewis Breed, PineyWoods Registrar 

First Congregational Church of Lynn Mass., organized June 8, 1632 (right) 
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Rev. Joseph Breed Sr. was a missionary most of his 70 yrs. He helped set up churches in Onnaquaggy, NY, 
Connogogig, PA, and Frederick County, VA and was in the Broad River section in South Carolina by August 
of 1760. 
 
The Sandy Creek Church records show that Joseph refused to take sides in the Revolutionary War.  Josephs’ 
family supported the Revolution as it is shown 
that his wife, Priscilla Breed, received payment 
after the Revolutionary War for a beef she gave to 
the Rebels in 1782. 
 
Joseph Breed, son of Rev. Joseph Breed Sr., his 
son in law Richard George and his brother  
Nathan Breed were all members of Col. Thomas 
Brandon's Regiment of South Carolina militia. 
Brandon's Regiment served in Revolutionary War 
Battles at Ramsours' Mill, NC 20 June 1780; Stal-
lions, York County, SC 12 July 1780, Musgrove’s 
Mill, SC 19 August 1780; Battle of Kings Moun-
tain in York County, SC, 7 October 1780, and the 
Battle at Cowpens in Cherokee County,  
SC 17 January 1781.  
 
"Stubs, Entries to Indents Issued in Payment of 
Claims Against South Carolina, Growing out of 
the Revolution" Book X Part 2 page 59 reads as 
follows: 
 
No. 2750) Issued 11 Mar 1786, to Nathan Breed, 
for Two Pounds 17s/1d ½ Stlg. for duty in Bran-
don's Regt. 
 
No. 2751) Issued 11 May 1786, to Joseph Breed, 
for Five Pounds 14s/3d ¼ Stlg. for Duty in Bran-
don's Regt. 
 
A granite marker is located on the lawn of the 
Warren County Courthouse in Warrenton Geor-
gia. Erected by Burkhalter Chapter DAR June 14, 
1940. It is dedicated to the soldiers found to date 
buried in Warren County who fought in the War 
for American Independence 1776 - 1783. Joseph 
Breed and Richard George can be found on this 
marker. 
 
About 1773 Rev. Joseph Breed Sr. helped estab-
lish a church near what is now Tompkinsville, Ky. 
that is now a Kentucky State Shrine. The church 
today is called the Old Mulkey Meeting House. 
 
The graveyard, located by the side of the church, 
contains some of the descendants of Joseph Breed 
Sr., such as: Elizabeth Breed, wife of Tolbert 
Thomas, Priscilla Avery Breed wife of Obadiah Howard and Nathan Breed. 
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References:  
Breed Family Association Book 8 published Dec. 1929 
Breed Family Association Book 11 published Dec. 1932  
A Record of the Descendants of Allen Breed, Who came to America from England in 1630  
– By J. Howard Breed, (Hathaway&Brothers 1892).  
A History of the First Congregational Church---by Richard A. Wheeler published 1875.  
Battle of Bunker (Breed's) Hill, Boston, Mass. by George Edward Ellis 

 

 Kermit  breedkermit@aol.com 

recorded (generally) in documents of the period. The year after the slash is one year later to reflect the year if it had 
been recorded with the Gregorian calendar.   Generally speaking one would not expect to see slashed dates in origi-
nal Colonial records before the transition in 1752.   If found one may wish to question the record.   
So when looking at dates in books and abstracts you may want to check the introduction to the book to see how they 
have recorded the dates.  Idealistically they will have maintained the date as recorded or used the slashed conven-
tion.   Some fun dates: 

George Washington’s birthdate is recorded as 22 February 1732.    
Is this 22 February 1731/1732 or 22 February 1732/1733? 

Paul Revere’s birthdate is recorded as 01 January 1735.   
Is this 01 January 1735/1736 or 01 January 1734/1735? 

Benjamin Franklin’s birthdate is recorded as 17 January 1706.   
Is that 17 January 1706/1707 or 17 January 1705/1706? 

 

To answer these questions one would need to see the original source of the information.  A contemporary record, 
like a county or town birth, death or marriage record, family Bible would have recorded the Julian date. So if that is 
the source, the first entry would be correct.  A record after 1752 MAY have recorded an adjusted date.    Have fun 
with dates. 

(Con nued from page 3) 
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Member Activities 

JROTC 
PineyWoods was just finishing 
up the presentation of the 
JROTC awards.    Pictured 
here are two of the last presen-
tations.   We are so lucky to 
have Larry Blackburn coordi-
nating these presentations and 
the support of so many mem-
bers as presenters.  It means a 
lot to the cadets. 

Pictured above: Compatriot 
Kermit Breed at Atascocita 
High Schools USMC JROTC 
awards ceremony. 

 

Pictured right: President Ben 
Stallings and Col. Crum with 
cadet awardee at Klein Collins 
High School USAF JROTC 
award celebration. 
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D-Day Celebration at Battleship Texas 
June 6, 2014 

Larry Stevens, NSDAR PG Lynn Young, David Morton, Tom Houston, Sujiro Seam, French  Counsul General, Houston 

Pledge to the Flag  ‐ TXSSAR Color Guardsmen:    John Thompson,  Sam Massey and Larry Stevens 


