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Robert Rankin, Texas SAR 
Spring Creek Barbecue 

March Highlights 
Annual Meeting 

❖ We say thank you to our members and elect officers for the coming year.  
❖ Texas SAR President Tom Jackson provided a Congress Update and announced the 

winners of the Youth Competition. 
❖ Special recognition goes to Allan Perkins. He is the recipient of the War Service Medal 

with a Vietnam bar and Service to Veterans Medal.  
❖ Compatriot Jerry Clanton gives This Day in History about the ratification of the Articles of 

Confederation. 
❖ Compatriot Tom Jackson did a presentation on Engineers and Revolutionary Soldiers. 

 

 

 

In the photo above L-R first row: Fred Jackson, Norman Strey, Allan Perkins, Jerry Clanton, Theron 
McClaren, and Bruce McMordie.  Second row: Alan Greene, Bobby Smith, Michael Bierman, Alec 
Thorne, David Zachmeyer, Jack Muggli, and Tom Jackson. 
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From left to right, Tom Jackson, Allan Perkins, and President Allen Greene.  
Allan served in Vietnam and is also the National Chaplain for the Military 
Order of the Cooties.  Everybody who serves in the military has the 
opportunity to be awarded a medal denoting their service.  They are required 
to submit their DD214.  Allan is the presented the War Service Medal with a 
Vietnam bar and Service to Veterans Medal.     
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THIS DAY IN HISTORY: March 01, 1781: Articles of Confederation are Ratified 

On this day in 1781, the Articles of Confederation are finally ratified. The Articles were signed 
by Congress and sent to the individual states for ratification on November 15, 1777, after 16 
months of debate. Bickering over land claims between Virginia and Maryland delayed final 
ratification for almost four more years. Maryland finally approved the Articles on March 1, 
1781, affirming the Articles as the outline of the official government of the United States. The 
nation was guided by the Articles of Confederation until the implementation of the current U.S. 
Constitution in 1789. 
 
The critical distinction between the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution —the 
primacy of the states under the Articles—is best understood by comparing the following lines. 
 
The Articles of Confederation begin: 
“To all to whom these Present shall come, we the undersigned Delegates of the States” 
 
By contrast, the Constitution begins: 
“We the People of the United States … do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America.” 
 
The predominance of the states under the Articles of Confederation is made even more explicit 
by the claims of Article II: 
“Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, jurisdiction, 
and right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in 
Congress assembled.” 
 
Less than five years after the ratification of the Articles of Confederation, enough leading 
Americans decided that the system was inadequate to the task of governance that they 
peacefully overthrew their second government in just over 20 years. The difference between a 
collection of sovereign states forming a confederation and a federal government created by a 
sovereign people lay at the heart of debate as the new American people decided what form 
their government would take. 
 
Between 1776 and 1787, Americans went from living under a sovereign king, to living in 
sovereign states, to becoming a sovereign people. That transformation defined the American 
Revolution. 
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