
The whizzing ofcannonbBlls. The faring ofguns. The moening ofpetriots. The
,iJntlossi'¥"'d (ightiDB of 11,000 Americans agaiMll 0,000 British soldi.... This was the Bsttle of

'MOomouth.' With a heal index over 110 degRes Fahrenhei~ the day-loog bottle in June; ITIS
was unbearable; some soldi... passed out, or even died, from heal exhaustion.' Over this

c:i.copoooou. din orcannon fodder came the petriota' urgent pleas yelling "Molly, Pit<:her!
Molly, PITClffiRI," as without the 8SSistancc ofcourageous womeQ bringing water to the troops,

the soldi... woUld col18Pse 8IId tbt<annoDS would not tire. Water was critical to the success of
the battle-both to quench.d>e thirst ofbottl~wOary soldi... and to Opel1lte the cannon&-and
these women ventw-ed throughout the battlefield, clUT)Iing waler to the soldiers while risking
their lives.3

A specific individual named Molly Pitcher likely never existed; llIther, history suggests
thst thousands of Molly Pitchers suppotted the American cause.' Since Mary 8IId Margaret were
incredibly common Dames (nearly one in four English women were named Mary), and Molly is a
common nickname ofMary, the name "Molly" was routinely beard roquesting water.' These
dedicated women gradually become generically known as Molly Pit<:her, siJDilarto "O.l. Joe" or
"Rosie the Riveter.... Although many women served as Molly Pitchers, each demonstrated
courage, petriotism, and love ofcountl}'.

Mary Ludwig Hays McCauley is one of the most famous Molly Pitchers.' She wintered
81 Valley Forge froln 1TI7-ITIS, and carried water to soldi... 81 the Bailie ofMonmouth in J~~
ITIS.' DuriDB the height ofthe Battle, Mary's husband, William Hays, was shot and
incapacitated.' Mary took IICr husband's pi""" althe artillery, swabbing the cannon and dealing
heavy casualties to the British." Witnessing Mery'. courageous efforts on the bottIefield,

-- .
1 William Stryker, The BatHe r(Monm()Jl/h. Ed. William Starr Myers (PrincelOn, NJ: Princeton University Press.
1927). \
• Tom M...... "The Battle ofMamnOUlh FcatuftJd Deadly H... ond Molly_," _ C~ June 28,
2019.btlpo:/lww>'·'_"'~f-monlllCJU1b.f_Iy4J"'-IIllknolly-p~/.
J CIrol Rerkin., RevohIllonary MoIhtN: WOo'fIM In lite Slntggl_/Of' AIrID'ICQ~I~ (New York: Vintage ~
Boob,200S).
• Emily J. Toipe, "Will 1IJe RaJ Molly PitdJor PIeue Stand Up?,"NaI_ An:IIiw8l'rolopo M_'... vol. 31.
00. 2 (I999~ http&:llwww.arcll_aov/pul>licallonJl999l1llJllll1er/pil.hbn1.
'H_ popuIriy (frequency)of1lJe 0Ill1C MIIy, """lOll Q!comber 21. 2021.
btlpo:/Iwww.plbitldnk.<q/........hbn.
• Emily J. 11epe, "Win 1be Real Molly Pildlor _ Stand Up?"N_An:IIiw8ProI_MagozI1Ic, vol.3l. 00.
2(1999)hDpo:Ilwww.lldllvos.aovJpub6coDonl/pnllopc1999l....maipildJer.html.
'"Molly PitdJer." U.S. HiJlDry..... Doccmbcr21, 2021. hllpS11www.ushiJlDry.lJll/vllieyrlJrll.il.oulske<W1o.hIm
'"Molly PitdJor,"~ IIriIInnica (Elx:y<1opcdio 1lriQmi<a, in<.~ 1<'''1OlI Doccmber21. 2021.
1nIpa11www.bri1llolJica.COfllIbioppI1yIMolIy_.
• Jooq>h Plumb Manin, Ordi,." COIVage: The RevohIllooory W... ArIw:ntvn< ofJo8tp/r Phuob Marti.. eel. JII11ICS
Kirlly Momn (St. J..... N.V.: BmxIywine-.. 1993).
• (4".... Good, "Molly PildJer.1IJe Most FIIOIOUI AmericIn Hero Who Never Existed," SmUhsonJan Magazine.
(Mud> 11,2021).

1



ComllllDdcr WuhiJJs1oo.p..xooted her to "Sergeant Molly,· ollboush 00 official record exists of
thai commendaliOll. 11 Later, Mary received a peusion," a marker at the Monmouth battlefield,
and amonument at her gravesitc.13

" ..
Molly Pill:her rcpt_IIb the common I1lIID, or ralbcr woman, who selflessly chose to

S\'llJlOIt the Ameri~ cauoe by engaging in various acls to support the RcvolulioD. Women
provided fint aid. washeddolhes, tended animals, gIlIlI'ded 1lIfIP1ies, gave military infonnation,
..wod uniforms, ferried WAter, and even bore arms." II is eslimated)hal opproximalely 4,000
wives alone "";ed alongside their liusbands dlD'ing the Revolutionary War." These women
risked their own lives to suppon the American·cause. Without instnx:lion, order, remuneration,
compeusatlon, recognition or praise, Molly Pilcher transcended social customs and societal
norms to serve our COlUllry. And theoe ordil)ary people, who do something extraordinary,
deserve our appreciation. While all of the names and specific contributions ofthe innumerable
Molly Pill:hers across the colonies will never be known, we nevertheless honor Mony's ..m...
actions over 200y~ ago. By answering the call ofduty, this iconic heroine .efli_IIbthe
significant contributions ofwomen, largely UlIJeptlrtcd and uodocumented, in the American
Revolution and the end!Jring place in history Molly Pilcher has earned in representing the
American woman's indomitable wartime spirit.
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