
Zachary Isbell Jr. 
 

Son of Capt. Zachary Isbell Sr., also called Zachariah Isbell. 
 
Some descendants incorrectly give his name as William Zachariah Isbell since his son William Isbell was called 
(by descendants) William Zachariah Isbell or Zachariah Isbell "III" but neither Zachariah Jr. nor his father Capt. 
Zachary/Zachariah Isbell were named William Zachariah. His uncle was William Isbell of Goochland. 
Some researchers give his birth as circa 1751 Bedford County, Virginia.[1] Ann Blomquist (First Families of 
Tennessee) gives his birth as circa 1745 and death 1796-99.[2] 
 
Zachariah Isbell (Sr): On record in Orange County, Virginia, before his appearance in the records of Bedford 
County, Virginia. 
 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR SOLDIER 
Zachariah Isbell Jr. was a Revolutionary War-era soldier[48] like his father[49], but historians and family 
genealogists over the years have disagreed in attempts to identify Zachariah Senior from Zachariah Junior in the 
meagre records. 
 
"A Plea of Trespass" by Stephen C. Wicks, p. 4, shows Zach Sr. at King's Mountain: "At King's Mountain, 
differences set aside, Zachariah Isbell, James Robertson, John Sevier, and William Cocke fought together in a 
common cause."[50] 
 
Roster of Soldiers from North Carolina in the American Revolution (1932) by the N.C. Chapter DAR, ed. by 
Gertrude May Sloan Hay, p. 482: "Page 192. Zachary Isbell, early Watauga settler," listed among the King's 
Mtn. (p.479). 
 
Another source says the list comes from Pierce's Register, 17th Report of the NSDAR; "The general index of 
the register is preserved in MSS. in the Library of Congress." 
North Carolina Revolutionary War Soldiers, by the DAR, p.192: Zachary Isbell. 
 
Roster of Soldiers & Patriots of the American Revolution Buried in Tennessee (1974) by Lucy Womack Bates, 
p. 210: "Isbell, Zachary - early Watauga settler - at King's Mt. One of 13 Commissioners elected by 1772 
Convention to formulate laws. Justice of Washington Co. 1778. Signer of Halifax Petition. Ref.: White: KMM 
p.192." (This is Zach Sr) 
NSSAR PATRIOT & GRAVE RECORD (1993) by Clovis H. Brakebill: "Ancestor #P-189996, Zachary Isbell, 
N.C. Patriot, buried in Washington Co., TN." (National Society Sons of the American Revolution). (Zachary Sr; 
Jr died in Sevier Co) 
 
North Carolina Revolutionary Army Accounts, ed. by Weynette Parks Haun, p.23: 
Isbell, Zacha, I-48-2 (vol. 1) 
 
Revolutionary War Army Account 
Volume 1 reports certificates that were used by the holders to pay state fees for land entries made during 1783-
84 in what later became eastern Tennessee... The volume does not state why the holders were issued the 
certificates, whether for military service or other service, although many were for military service. 
 
Treasurer and Comptroller s.115.57 
Military Papers 
Revolutionary War Accounts (N.C. State Archives) 



Vol. 1, T&C Military Papers 55: 
Page 480 
Folio 2 
1695 ditto (Bledsoe & Adams) Zachr. Isbell 12 June 1783 (sum: 5 lb 10 ) 
 
Treasurer and Comptroller s.115.101 
Military Papers 
Revolutionary Vouchers 
Voucher: 
The State of North Carolina No. 1695 5lb /10 
The ** sureties? For the Counties of Washington & Sullivan certify that Zach….h Isbell 
**real five pounds ten shillings **(pence?) 
(something) Voucher(?) 12th of June 1783 
(s) J. Sevier, Sec.(or Sen.?) Landon Carter 
Anthony Bledsoe 
 
 
The sole voucher does not distinguish between two men of the same name. Only one Zachary Isbell (Sr., the 
Wataugan) is discussed in KK White's book (pp. 7, 192), although both Sr & Jr signed the Watauga Petition. Pat 
Alderman's books list two Zachary Isbells. 
 
 
 
BATTLE OF KINGS MOUNTAIN 
Zach Jr. was at the Battle of King's Mountain[48], as was his father [49] according to most accounts with oral 
family history of Zach Sr. documented as early as 1860 [27,37]. Lay researchers and armchair historians have 
been satisfied with the family lore recited in numerous secondary sources that both were Revolutionary War 
soldiers and both at King's Mountain. The current thought is that Zachariah Jr. (aged about 30-36) is the one 
designated as Lt. Zachary Isbell since his father Capt. Zachariah Isbell was older (55-60) and also would have 
had to take a demotion in rank to be a lieutenant. Capt. Zach and Zach Jr., as family researchers once referred to 
them, are often styled Judge Zachary and Lt. Zachary today [2,46,47]. 
 
September 25, 1780: 1,100 militiamen mustered at Sycamore Shoals (Elizabethton), Tennessee, adjacent to Fort 
Watauga. Colonel William Campbell arrived with 400 Virginians from the Holston Valley. Colonel Benjamin 
Cleveland and Major Joseph Winston brought men from the Yadkin Valley in Wilkes and Surry counties, N.C. 
Col. Isaac Shelby brought 240 militiamen from N.C.; Colonel John Sevier provided approximately 200-250 
men including his local militia. No muster list has been preserved showing the names of the Watauga 
militiamen who went to Kings Mountain but some historians such as Katherine White and Pat Alderman have 
made extrapolations including some family and oral histories to compile partial rosters. While there is no muster 
roll or roster showing every soldier that fought at Kings Mountain, it strains credibility to claim (for lack of 
additional documentation) that Col. Sevier's 200-250 militiamen did not include Capt. Godfrey Isbell, Lt. 
Zachary Isbell and other militiamen documented to have served under Col. Sevier the same year. It is more 
probable they did, especially in light of the family stories[1,17,37,38] handed down. 
 
THE KING'S MOUNTAIN MEN (1924; 2010) by Katherine Keogh White, p.192. 
GENEALOGY OF THE ISBELL FAMILY (1929) by Mary Scott, p.217(1927 letter of Ellis Isbell). 
ONE HEROIC HOUR AT KING'S MOUNTAIN (1968; rep. 1990) by Pat Alderman, pp 56, 50, 88. 
THE OVERMOUNTAIN MEN (1970; rep. 1986) by Pat Alderman, pp 118 and 122. 
THE PATRIOTS AT KING'S MOUNTAIN (1990;2003 reprint) by Bobby Gilmer Moss, p. 285. 
 
Zachariah or Zachary Isbell Sr. is styled a magistrate, sheriff[14], and a Captain in Colonial records[15], 
qualifying descendants for membership in the Colonial Dames of the XVII Century. He is often referred to as 



Capt. Zachariah Isbell among Isbell family researchers, and Judge Zachariah Isbell. Many descendants believe 
his wife Elizabeth was Elizabeth Miller. 
 
Others believe Elizabeth Miller was the wife of Zachariah Isbell Jr.[2], as is the accepted opinion of the 
genealogists for the First Families of Tennessee. 
Zachariah Jr.'s wife is called Polly Miller by some descendants.[1,3] Elizabeth Miller Isbell was the daughter of 
John and Hannah Miller and a sister of Abraham Miller.[10,11,12] Descendants of John and Hannah Miller 
qualify for: 
FIRST FAMILIES OF KENTUCKY membership. 
 
Descendants of Zachariah Isbell and Elizabeth Miller qualify for membership in 
FIRST FAMILIES OF TENNESSEE. 
 
1778 Washington Co. Tax List shows in consecutive order Godfrey Isbell, Joseph Pinson and Zach Isbell. 
(Joseph was a son of Judge Aaron Pinson, on the court with Zach Isbell Sr) . Then further down the list is "Zach 
Isbell, Esq." (which is Zach Isbell Sr., proving that the first Zach Isbell in the list next to Joseph Pinson was 
Zach Isbell Jr.). 
 
Kentucky Records Series, vol. 28, by Michael L. Cook (1988): 23 June 1786, p.513: 
"Upon the petition of James Davis and Deborah Davis his wife, and Abraham Miller the Younger, a minor, by 
the said James Davis his Guardian, it is ord'd that the Sheriff of Rockingham County summon to appear here on 
the ninth day of the next Supreme Court, John Thomas to prove the will of Abraham Miller the Elder, dec'd, and 
take upon himself the execution thereof, or show cause to the contrary. And also that the said Sheriff summon 
the said John Thomas and Jemima Thomas his wife, and that the Sheriff of Lincoln County summon Zachariah 
Isbell and Elizabeth Isbell his wife, Wm. Field and Mary Field his wife, and Hannah Robertson, legatees under 
the said will, to appear here on the same day to answer the petition of the said James, Deborah and Abraham 
exhibited against them. And it is further ord'd that the present Admrs do not pay away any legacy or legacies or 
any part thereof to any person whatever claiming the same until the further order of this court."[12] 
 
1792-94: Several Tennessee (N.C.) land grants originally granted Zachariah Isbell (Sr) were finally patented by 
the current owners (after several years): 1 land grant in Washington Co., TN. and 3 in Greene Co., TN. 
 
1794: His brother Jason Isbell had already gone to Sevier County before 1794. *Hist. of Washington Co., TN 
(1988) by the Watauga Assn. of Genealogists, p. 383; also: Heritage of Jackson Co., AL., p.206: "Jason Isbell 
had a land grant in Greene Co., N.C. (later TN) in 1788 and was found February 1794 in Jefferson Co., N.C. 
(now TN) on an indenture with William Thornton to John Knave, Sr. The… (p.207)…of Jason's name to 
William Fox. 
Jason was found recorded on 3/8/1794 on the church minutes of Big Pigeon Baptist Church. The record reads: 
"Received a friendly letter from the Little Church at Little Pigeon (Sevierville) requesting us to look into the 
matter of their members who were living in bounds of our church, to wit, Brother Jesse Isbell and wife and Vine 
Taylor. Upon investigation, this reports that Jason Isbol has gone to Caintuck (Kentucky)." 
 
Nov 6, 1795: Zachary Isbell of Sevier County bought 190 acres in Jefferson County, TN. from Henry Webster 
for £50; witnesses: John Wright, Thomas Henderson, Samuel Sellers, and Henry Thornbury. [5,6,7] 
 
March 22, 1796: Zachary Isbel(l) of Sevier County sold the 190 acres (above) to James Tucker for only £43 (for 
a loss of £7). Witnesses: John Wright, Joseph Patterson, and William Sally. He signed his name Zachr Isbel(l). 
[8] 
No release of his wife's dower, so perhaps she had died.[2] 
 
July 1796: 
Tennessee Genealogical Records: Records of Early Settlers from State and County Archives (1980) by Edythe 



Rucker Whitley, p. 131: 
An undated legislative petition circa July 1796 was signed by Miller Isbell, William Isbell, and Jason Isbell, but 
not by Zachariah Isbell. 
 
 
BURIAL 
Roster of Soldiers & Patriots of the American Revolution Buried in Tennessee (1974) by Lucy Womack Bates, 
p. 210, says Zachariah Isbell is buried in Tennessee but no specific place named. 
"Alphabetic Kings Mtn. Patriots and Others" from the BKMnp website online lists Lt. Zachery Isbell and cites 
"Rev. War Soldiers Who Are Buried in TN" p. 90, no author given but possibly an earlier edition of the Bates 
book). 
 
Zachariah and Elizabeth Isbell are probably buried on their farm near Sevierville, as was the prevailing custom, 
unless buried at a nearby church or cemetery. Several of the family are in the records of Little Pigeon Baptist 
Church. 
 
1799 Sevier County Petition: Zachariah Isbell not listed (deceased), but three sons: Miller, Levi, and William 
Isbell. [9] Petition of Sundry Inhabitants South of French Broad to the Honorable General Assembly of the State 
of Tennessee and To the Speaker of Both Houses. 
 
In 1807, William Isbell was mentioned in a Sevier County land record as adjoining Robert Bird (Fox, George 
and Juanita. Sevier County, Tennessee/ State of Tennessee Land Grants 1806-1900 (2002); Bk 2, p. 523, No. 
1434). William's land may have been inherited from his father Zach Isbell. 
 
Early family histories report the earliest ancestor as Sir William Fitz-Isbell, Viscount London, or Lord London 
(c1160).[16] 
 
LINEAGE: 
1 John Isbell (England to Gloucester County, Virginia by 1664), presumptive father of 
2 William Isbell of Isbell Spring, St. John's Parish, King William County; father of Henry, William Jr., John 
+ wife unknown; next door to Enfield Plantation 
3 Henry Isbell b.c1690 of Orange Co.; constable of Caroline Co., d. c1760 
+ daughter of "James Cox, Gent.," d c1739 St. Mark's Parish, Orange Co. (July 25, 1733; Spots Orders, 7 Aug, 
p.240); sons: William, James, Henry Jr., Zachariah 
4 Hon. Capt. Zachary/Zachariah Isbell b c1722-6 
+ Elizabeth 
5 Lt. Zachariah Isbell Jr. 
+ Elizabeth Miller 
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